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* Al Overview

There is no scientific evidence to support the idea that dismantling the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) would benefit
human health. Scientific consensus and extensive research show the opposite: these
agencies are crucial for safeguarding public health, and their dismantling would lead to
serious negative consequences. ¢

The arguments against the agencies are primarily ideological or economic, not based on
scientific evidence concerning public health. Proposed benefits, often cited by opponents
of these agencies, are speculative and are widely disputed by the scientific

community. @

Arguments concerning dismantling the FDA

Supposed advantages (highly disputed):

» Faster access to drugs: Some critics, primarily from a libertarian perspective, argue
that the FDA's strict approval processes delay new medications and medical devices
from reaching patients. Proponents suggest that dismantling or significantly
weakening the FDA would speed up the process and allow people quicker access to
potentially life-saving treatments.

* Lower drug costs: The high cost of clinical trials required for FDA approval is cited as
a factor in high drug prices. The argument is that removing these requirements would
reduce costs, lower drug prices, and encourage innovation.

* Increased patient choice: Some argue that individuals should have the freedom to
choose their own risk profiles when deciding on personal medical issues, without
government intervention. ¢

The scientific and health reality (evidence-based):

* Increased risk of unsafe products: The FDA's efficacy and safety testing prevents
unsafe or ineffective drugs and medical devices from reaching consumers. Without it,
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illustrates the dangers of poor oversight.

» Higher costs from poor regulation: While opponents suggest lower costs, a
reduction in regulatory oversight could undermine public trust in generic drugs, which
are a major component of the health care system. Increased errors in manufacturing
could also lead to product recalls and liability costs.

» Loss of scientific oversight: Weaker regulation could lead to the approval of drugs
with inadequate scientific evidence of effectiveness and safety, exposing patients to
unknown and potentially severe risks. The FDA's process ensures a reliable standard
for medical products. @

Arguments concerning dismantling the EPA

Supposed advantages (highly disputed):

e Economic growth and job creation: A common argument is that EPA regulations are
a burden on businesses, particularly in the fossil fuel and chemical industries, and that
removing them would reduce costs, increase profits, and stimulate economic growth.

* Reduced energy costs: Opponents argue that environmental policies related to fossil
fuel emissions lead to higher energy costs for consumers and businesses. @

The scientific and health reality (evidence-based):

* Worsened air and water quality: The EPA's regulations, such as the Clean Air Act,
have led to dramatic improvements in air quality by limiting pollutants like fine
particulate matter, ozone, and sulfur dioxide. Dismantling these rules would increase
pollution, leading to higher rates of asthma, heart disease, respiratory illness, and
premature death.

* Increased toxic exposure: The EPA's Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS)
program evaluates the human health effects of exposure to toxic chemicals.
Eliminating this program would remove the scientific basis for limiting dangerous
chemical exposure, increasing the risk of cancer, developmental problems, and other
health issues.

» Exacerbated environmental inequities: Historically, low-income and minority
communities have faced disproportionate exposure to environmental toxins.
Weakening EPA safeguards would worsen these inequities and increase health
disparities.
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public health. Weakening these rules could worsen the health impacts of climate
change, including heat waves, severe weather, and air pollution from wildfires. ¢

Conclusion

The overwhelming scientific evidence indicates that dismantling the FDA and EPA would
have severe negative consequences for human health. The alleged advantages, such as
faster innovation and reduced costs, are theoretical and are contradicted by the practical
reality of public health protection. Both agencies play a critical, evidence-based role in
ensuring the safety of medical products, food, and the environment. @
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